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TABLE D.3   Hierarchy of Decreasing Hazard of DOT Classes0

DOT Class

Radioactive                                                  Irritating agent

Poison A                                                      Combustible liquid (in containers with a
Flammable gas                                                 capacity greater than 416 L (110 gal-
Nonflammable gas                                            Ions)
Flammable liquid                                           ORM-B
Oxidizer                                                       ORM-A

Flammable solid                                            Combustible liquid (in containers with a

Corrosive (liquid)                                             capacity of 416 L (110 gallons) or less

Poison B                                                      ORM-E
Corrosive (solid)

aThis hierarchy does not  apply to materials listed in Table 172.101 or to explosives,
etiologic agents, or organic peroxides.

DOT has listed the appropriate hazard class of many commercial
materials in Table 172.101 of 49 CFR 172.101. The table also includes
a variety of information necessary for the description, packaging, and
labeling of those materials. This table is essential for generators who
package and ship their own waste.

PACKAGING, LABELING, AND MARKING OF WASTE

Hazardous waste must be properly packaged in accordance with the
general shipping and packaging requirements in 49 CFR 173. The most
direct route to locating the appropriate sections in Part 173 is through
columns 5a and 5b in Table 172.101. Section 173 paragraphs in turn
refer to shipping container specifications in 49 CFR 178.

The common outside containers for shipment are 55-gallon closed-
head (DOT 17C) or open-head (DOT 17H) steel drums. These are
single-trip containers (STC) and are stamped with that identification
and the drum style. Smaller containers can be used if they meet DOT
specifications for materials.

Some shippers prefer to use new drums or drums reconditioned to
DOT standards to minimize the chance of leakage during handling and
transport. During shipment, drums are subjected to significant physical
stress through bouncing and vibration and must therefore be free of
creases and significant corrosion.

Unreconditioned STC drums previously used to transport a hazardous
material can be used to transport an authorized hazardous waste if the
following conditions are met [49 CFR 173.28(p)]: